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 Technology give opportunity youth 
 High Demand resources 
 Top of each government agenda 
 Increased innovation – Kenya in IT & Financial 

Inclusion, Uganda car industry, Nigeria film 
music industry, Tanzania untapped mineral 
wealth and Land 
 
 
 



 Weakness/ Support required 
 Lack of practical experience 
 Lack of capital 
 Few guardian angels 
 Lack of skills – technical, managerial 
 Low exposure 
 Background education – wrote learning 
 Very few entreprenurial success stories (most are in 

employment) 
 
 



 Energetic – physically and mentally 
 Innovative 
 Ambitious 
 Timing good as world demand resources is at 

an all time high 



 High Risk  
 High failure rates – known 
 Bias of the lender  
 Little focus 
 In a hurry to succeed 
 



 Employment creation (Uganda 14m eligible to 
work but 95% in informal or un employed) 

 Economic Growth 
 All inclusive growth – Prosperity for all 
 Political Stability 
 No alternative with a multiplier effect 
 Increase innovation & Productivity 

 



 The Youth Venture Capital Fund 
 A Marching fund between Banks and Government 

50bn 
 Purpose  - support viable & Sustainable SME’s in 

private sector 
 A sinking Fund 



 Potential to employ at least 4 persons by the time 
the loan repaid 

 Two guarantors/mentors 
 Under go training on approval 
 Loans between $2,000 and $10,000 
 Interest rate 15% fixed 
 Age 16-35 
 Sectors – manufacturing, agro processing, primary 

agriculture, livestock, health, transport, ICT, 
tourism, construction, printing, service contractors 

 Business existence – 3month  
 



 



 The fund 25bn ($10m)was quickly taken up 
 Venture capital is risky! 
 Arrears 36% 

 
 Reasons of non performance 

 Low skills in business 
 Political donation 
 Dishonesty 
 Learning curve for lenders  
 Political pressure to lend 
 No dedicated mentors to follow up   
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