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The Challenge of Unskilled Youth

50% of youth in LAC do not complete High School

The majority of High School graduates lack essential
cognitive and non-cognitive skills to continue
learning or to enter the labor market.

LAC 15 year olds do not achieve basic command of
reading and math skills (1/2 are below PISA Level 2).

Youth unemployment rates are about 3 times those
for adults.

Initial jobs for youth are precarious and this has
negative consequences for future jobs.
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Basic Education: From access
to completion (Brazil, 2008)
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LAC 15 year olds lack basic Literacy skills

Percentage of students by proficiency level in reading literacy global scale
in the GIP and reference countries

Percentage of students

CLevel < 1 CLevel 1 M Level 2 OLevel 3 ELevel 4 M Level 5
(< 334.75) (334.75-407.47) (407.47-480.18) (480.18-552.89) (552.89-606.99) (606.99)
Finland IF: 8 G e I 3 N S|
Korea
Canada

§ ]apan
a‘é France
= Portugal
8 Spain D b A 5 ) N {0 E— ) & 5|
bl Italy
= Greece
‘g Chile T 7T eeeonessss 71 [
o Uruguay [ 75 T e B s, ) N W 1|
= Mexico —2 —— v mmmnmmio
(= Brazil [ i} I T T T
G Colombia [ 30 I .4 S s - S - -

Argentina [ 36 27 e 14 1511

Qatar [ [y s I i 5 a9
Kirghizstan [ 70 N S 30 1 [0
GIP Average I s o0 1
OECD Average = ————
%100 80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80 100 %

Source: GIP calculations based on the PISA 2006 database, OECD.
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LAC 15 year olds lack basic Math skills

Percentage of students by mathematics proficiency level
in the GIP and partner countries
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y yyouth

PARTNERSHIPS )) EMPLOYABILITY
FROM INNOVATION TO SCALE



A large fraction of LAC youngsters
do not achieve proficiency in Reading

Percentage of students below proficiency level in Reading
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LAC youth are ill equipped for formal jobs

Percentage of LAC youth without the necessary
gualifications
to obtain formal employment
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Source: IDB, "Quality of Life: beyond the facts" (2008), pag 131
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Youth at Risk: Refining the Target group

» Different target groups for Education and
Training policies:
v’ Youth at risk of dropping out of school

v" High School dropouts
v Young High School graduates lacking basic skills

» Policy Implications for Education and Training
v Reducing high school dropouts is top priority
v’ Improving quality and relevance of Secondary Education
v Measuring and promoting non-cognitive skills at school
v’ Second chance programs and work education
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Articulating Education and Training policies
with effective Youth Programs

e Quality Basic education for all: a prerequisite for
effective training programs?

e Secondary Education: the new threshold for entry to
formal jobs.

 What kind of Secondary education?
* Integrating theory and practice in the curricula.

* Developing work skills: internships and on the job
training.

* Education for work and the role of the private sector.
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Visit us at: http://www.iadb.org/en/topics/education
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